5 December 2010
Press Release re

One Man Show at Riverina Long Track 

Media Release

Fans who witnessed the Nixons Wagga Riverina Long Track meeting at the Wagga Wagga Showground on Saturday night (December 4) were left in no doubt that Cowra teenager Grant Charnock was the star of the meeting.

Whatever 18 year old Charnock achieves in the rest of his career – and that could be in dirt track, road racing or speedway – he will always look back on this meeting at Wagga Wagga that produced, at least to date, his best ever performance.
Charnock was the busiest rider on the program having entered for four classes – the 250cc 2-stroke, the 250cc 4-stroke, the 450cc 4-stroke and the All Powers class – and he won them all. 

In fact in a total of 16 races across heats and finals Charnock had 15 wins and one second placing. 

In three of the four classes that were decided by a final (the others being decided on points over four rounds) Charnock was always in control in those finals. 

Even allowing for the dominance of Charnock, there were other senior riders who will be well pleased with their efforts.

West Wyalong’s former multi title winning rider Darren Herrick showed his has lost little after a two-year layoff romping away with the Over 35s Unlimited class, and twice chasing Charnock home in finals. He also had the distinction of inflicting the only defeat on Charnock in a heat race.   

Temora rider Ashley Wilesmith took the honours in the combined 500cc 2-stroke / over 450cc 4-stroke class and along with a placing in another class it capped a good meeting for him.

The big contingent of Wagga Wagga riders showed out well with Aiden Feeney and Nick 
Grentell always in the thick of the action of they were both rewarded with overall 
placings.

Andrew Carrick took the honours among the locals winning the 500cc Upright Slider 
class, while promoter and veteran competitor Bob Sunderland was on track to finish 
second overall until his bike expired in the final round.

The Long Track Slider class provided a most unusual result with Victorian Matthew Jones taking the honours on the basis of being the only rider to finish, and therefore score points, in all four rounds. 

Both Daniel Mason (two wins and a second) and Mark Murphy (a win and two seconds) did not finish in their other round and they failed to match the overall consistency of Jones.

Strider Horton looked to be the rider to beat after winning the first round before a heavy fall ended his hopes.
Other senior riders who deserve praise for their efforts are Keegan Gaskin from Tamworth, David Armstrong from Griffith, Panorama club rider Stephen McDonald and veteran ACT rider Steve Croker.

The dirt Track Sidecar class fell away in numbers leaving reigning Australian Long track champions Corey and Tom Banks to emerge as decisive winners.

The future of the sport appears to be in good hands judging by the outstanding performances turned on for fans in the various junior classes.

Particularly exciting were the ‘older kids’, the 13 to 15 year olds the eldest of whom will soon move into the senior ranks.

Hunter Anderson from West Wyalong, Tom Lewis and Joshua Fletcher both from the Central Coast club took the class wins but all of them had to battle hard for the honours.

Among the older kids some got scant rewards for their efforts but Joshua McDonald from Kurri Kurri, Jake Aramini from Griffith, Tom Duggan and Isaac Ticehurst  both from Cowra and Patrick McLaughlin from the ACT were all involved in some exciting action.

Matthew Gilmour from Cowra was the only junior rider to win two classes and his clashes with Temora rider Ben Miller were one of the highlights of the meeting. 

Miller, along with Kelsey Pollard and Joe and Jack Dawes all from Cowra were the other class winners in the juniors.

Looking ahead the 2011 calendar has been released by Motorcycling New South Wales and the Riverina Long Track meeting is listed for October 22 next year. 
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